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ANTHROPOLOGY AT THE NEW YORK MEETING 

WITH PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGI- 
CAL ASSOCIATION FOR 1906 

By GEORGE GRANT MACCURDY 

The joint meeting of Section H of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, the American Anthropological Asso- 
ciation, and the American Folk-Lore Society, held at Columbia 
University, New York City, December 27th, 1906, to January 1st, 
1907, was notable for the number of working anthropologists pres- 
ent as well as for the length and excellence of the program. Com- 
ing, as it did, so soon after the International Congress of American- 
ists in Quebec, fear had been expressed that the New York program 
might be but the gleanings of a field already well harvested. That 
new fields were entered may be readily seen by a survey of the 
program, which included fifty-six numbers in addition to the ad- 
dresses of the President of the Folk-Lore Society and of the retiring 
Vice-president of Section H. 

Business and Social Functions 

The Council of the American Anthropological Association and 
the Sectional Committee of Section H held a joint business meeting 
on December 27th, at which the retiring Vice-president of Section 
H, Dr George Grant MacCurdy, presided. 

Professor William H. Holmes presented an official communica- 
tion from the Anthropological Society of Cologne, Germany, invit- 
ing the American Anthropological Association and members of 
Section H to take part in the International Congress of Anthro- 
pology to be held at Cologne in August, 1907 ; and recommended 
that the chair appoint a committee to further the interests of the 
Cologne Congress. 1 On formal motion to that effect the chair ap- 
pointed the following committee : W. H. Holmes (chairman), Franz 
Boas, Charles Peabody, W J McGee, F. W. Putnam, A. L. Kroe- 

1 The Congress will convene August 4-8, and at Strassburg instead of at Cologne. 
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ber, Karl von den Steinen, G. B. Gordon, G. A. Dorsey, C. V. 
Hartman, J. C. Merriam, G. F. Wright, J. Walter Fewkes, Stewart 
Culin, David Boyle, A. Hrdlicka, F. M. Palmer, C. A. Peterson, 
S. Hagar, and G. G. MacCurdy, (ex-officio). 

The question of the advisability of changing the name of Section 
H, Anthropology, so as to read " Section H, Anthropology and 
Psychology," came up for discussion. On motion the chair ap- 
pointed a special committee with power to act and to submit their 
action for the approval of the Council of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science : Franz Boas (chairman), W. H. 
Holmes, A. L. Kroeber, and J. McK. Cattell. The resolution sub- 
mitted to the Council by this Committee is as follows : 

First, The recommendation of the Committee on Policy to change 
the designation of Section H from "Section of Anthropology" to 
" Section of Anthropology and Psychology " is approved. 

Second, The Committee recommend to the consideration of the 
Council and of the Committee on Policy the desirability of a better 
coordination of the sections and of the affiliated societies, particularly the 
desirability of having the president and the secretary of one of the affili- 
ated, societies act at the same time as sectional vice-president and sec- 
tional secretary. The Committee also recommend to the Council and to 
the Committee on Policy a consideration of the question whether, in view 
of the close affiliation of scientific societies, the discontinuance of sectional 
meetings and of the sectional organization may not be desirable. 

In harmony with the foregoing resolution, the Section deviated 
from its custom in regard to officers and named for Vice-president 
the president of an affiliated society, the list of sectional officers 
elected, subject to the approval of the General Committee of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, being — 

Vice-president, Franz Boas. 

Member of the Council, W J McGee. 

Member of the Sectional Committee to serve five years, W. H. 
Holmes. 

Member of the General Committee, M. H. Saville. 

On December 28th, a meeting of the Council of the American 
Anthropological Association alone was held, at which the senior 
Vice-president in attendance, Professor W. H. Holmes, presided. 

AM. ANTH., N. S. ,9-H. 
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Members of the Council present were: W J McGee, W. H. 
Holmes, F. Boas, B. T. B. Hyde, F. W. Hodge, A. L. Kroeber, 
M. H. Saville, G. B. Gordon, H. I. Smith, F. Baker, G. H. Pepper, 
C. Peabody, G. G. MacCurdy. A letter from the President, Profes- 
sor F. W. Putnam, was read, expressing deep regret that ill health 
had prevented his being present, asking that he be not considered 
for reelection to the office of President which he had held for the 
last two years, and conveying his cordial greetings to all present. 
The Secretary was instructed to draft a suitable response to Profes- 
sor Putnam's letter. 

The report of the Secretary, Dr George Grant MacCurdy, was 
read. It included a list of the members who had died ' during the 
year — Dr Alfredo Chavero, Dr Weston Flint, Walter S. Logan, 
and Horatio Nelson Rust. 

Resolutions on the death of Alfredo Chavero, prepared by Dr 
A. M. Tozzer, were read and ordered spread on .the minutes of the 
Council : 

Resolved, That in the death of Licenciate Don Alfredo Chavero on 
October 25th, 1906, the cause of Mexican Archeology has lost a power- 
ful exponent. 

Resolved, That we, the members of the American Anthropological 
Association deeply lament the death of Dr Chavero and that we enter 
upon our records the deep sense which we entertain of his accomplish- 
ments and of his work in the field of Mexican Archeology. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Association be directed to send 
a copy of these resolutions to Sefiora Chavero and members of her family. 

Twenty-four new members 2 were elected : 

P. S. Sparkman, Dr Paul R. Baer, Rev. H. R. Voth, A. H. 
Blackiston, Lorenzo Hubbell, Rev. Dr Charles A. Mitchell, A. T. 
Sinclair, William J. Andrus, Dr Francis W. Kelsey, M. R. Har- 
rington, Alanson Skinner, William K. Bixby (life member), Dr R. 
A. Douglas-Lithgow, Frank Walters, Dr Karl Sellers Kennard, Dr 
Lee H. Smith, Dr Robert Bennett Bean, Haldeman O'Connor, 
Professor Henry Montgomery, Mrs Evelyn MacCurdy Salisbury, 
George Reynolds, Miss Georgiana G. King, D. S. Adams. 

1 William Wells Newell died January 21st, 1907. 

1 Their addresses appear in the official list of members at the close of this number. 
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The Secretary wishes to thank all those who have helped to 
increase the list of members and to urge all those who have not 
done so, each to propose at least one new name for membership 
during the current year. They can be aided in so doing by con- 
sulting the printed list of members in this issue. 

A motion to give members of Section H the same privileges as 
members of the American Anthropological Association in all ses- 
sions for the reading of papers was adopted. 

Two communications were presented from the Secretary of the 
San Francisco Public Library tendering a resolution of thanks to 
the Asssciation for duplicating its file of the American Anthropologist 
lost by fire. 

The Secretary was directed to thank Dr Nicolas Leon for copies 
of his Foc-Lor Mexicano presented to the Association. 

The Grand Rapids Public Library, Grand Rapids, Michigan, was 
elected to membership in the Association with authority to appoint 
a delegate to represent the Library at meetings of the Association. 

A letter from Miss Grace Nicholson of Pasadena, California, 
was read, telling of her work in collecting valuable ethnographical 
materials and in securing complete legends, stories, designs, cere- 
monies, string-figures, etc. of the Porno Indians. The Secretary 
was instructed to express to Miss Nicholson the Association's appre- 
ciation of what she is accomplishing along these lines. 

It was voted that the Secretary be the keeper of the grand prize 
awarded to the American Anthropological Association by the Louisi- 
ana Purchase Exposition for the Association's organ, the American 
A nthropologist. 

The motion that a vote of thanks be sent to Mrs Lucy E. Pea- 
body of Denver, Colorado, for her valuable services in securing the 
passage by Congress of the bill creating the Mesa Verde National 
Park, was carried. The resolutions, drafted by Messrs E. L. 
Hewett, James Mooney, and F. W. Hodge, are : 

Whereas, The American Anthropological Association has repeat- 
edly placed itself on record as urging the creation by Congress of the 
Mesa Verde National Park in Colorado until such action was finally taken 
by the Fifty-ninth Congress, and 

Whereas, It is known to this body that the accomplishment of this 
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object was due in great measure to the untiring efforts of a member of this 
Association, Mrs Lucy E. Peabody, of Denver, Colorado. Therefore, 
Be it Resolved, That the American Anthropological Association 
recognizes in the securing of this national measure for the preservation of 
the great monuments of ancient culture in southern Colorado an excep- 
tionally noteworthy service to science, and in testimony of its apprecia- 
tion of such service hereby extends to Mrs Lucy E. Peabody a vote of 
thanks. 

It was moved that a delegate l be appointed to confer with like 
delegates from other affiliated societies and to represent the Amer- 
ican Anthropological Association in matters pertaining to cooper- 
ation with the Carnegie Institution. 

The report of the Treasurer, Mr B. T. B. Hyde, was read and 
referred to the Auditing Committee. This Committee, consisting 
of G. H. Pepper (chairman), M. H. Saville, and Harlan I. Smith, 
announced that the accounts of the Treasurer are correct and 
moved the adoption of his report, which follows : 

Treasurer's Report 

Receipts 

Balance from 1905 $699.88 

From Anthropological Society of Washington for Ameri- 
can Anthropologist, vol. vn, no. 4 ; vol. vm, nos. 1 
and 2 276.06 

From American Ethnological Society for American An- 
thropologist, vol. vm, nos. 1 and 2 135.22 

Annual dues 983.53 

Annual subscriptions to American Anthropologist. 704. 17 

Sale of back numbers and extra copies, including Me- 
moirs 256.80 

Publication Fund : Annual subscriptions 150.00 

Special illustration 115.00 

Authors reprints (at cost) 128.31 

American Folk-Lore Society, one-third printing of Ithaca 

program 5-5° $3.454-47 

Expenditures 

For printing, binding, and" mailing American Anthro- 
pologist, vol. vii, no. 4; vol. vm, nos. 1 and 2 $1,546.26 

Insurance on back numbers 27.50 

1 Dr A. L. Kroeber was appointed. 
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Special illustration for Memoir 50.00 

Editorial expenses 239.15 

Illustrations for American Anthropologist 298.18 

Treasurer's expenses 1 17.89 

Subscriptions returned 6. 50 

Secretary's expenses 39-95 

Printing of stationery, etc 21.75 

American Ethnological Society for adjustment 

of membership' dues $10.00 

Balance of loan account 7.49 17-49 

Expenses in connection with "Periodical Literature".. 10.00 2,374.67 

Balance $i,o79.8o 1 

Loan Account of American Anthropological Association with the American 

Ethnological Society. 

Balance due as per last report $74.49 

Paid January 18, 1906 $ 7.49 

Credited for American Anthropologist, vol. vn, no. 4.. 67.00 

174- 49 #74-49. 

In the annual election, the Association accepted the recom- 
mendations of the Council, which are as follows : 

President : Professor Franz Boas, New York. 

Vice-president, 1910 : Dr George A. Dorsey, Chicago. 

Vice-president, 1909 : Mr Clarence B. Moore, Philadelphia. 

Vice-president, 1908 : Professor W. "H. Holmes, Washington. 

Vice-president, 1907 : Miss Alice C. Fletcher, Washington. 

Secretary : Dr George Grant MacCurdy, New Haven. 

Treasurer : Mr B. Talbot B. Hyde, New York. 

Editor : Mr F. W. Hodge, Washington. 

Council: W J McGee, F. W. Putnam, F. Boas, G. A. Dorsey, 
Alice C. Fletcher, W. H. Holmes, G B. Moore, G. G. MacCurdy, B. 
T. B. Hyde, F. W. Hodge {ex-officio) ; C. P. Bowditch, A. F. Chamber- 
lain, S. Culin, R. B. Dixon, J. W. Fewkes, G. B. Gordon (1910) ; F. 
Baker, L. Farrand, B. Laufer, J. D. McGuire, J. Mooney, C. Peabody 
(1909); G. H. Pepper, M. H. Saville, H. I. Smith, F. Starr, J. R. Swan- 
ton, G. G. Heye (1908) ; E. L. Hewett, J. N. B. Hewitt, W. Hough, 
A. Hrdlicka, A. L. Kroeber, O. T. Mason (1907). 

1 Bills for printing vol. vill, nos.' 3 and 4, of the American Anthropologist, and vol. I, 
part I, of the Memoirs of the Association had not been received at the time this report 
was submitted, hence the apparently large balance. 
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The incoming President, Professor Boas, has appointed com- 
mittees as follows : 

Committee on Program: G. G. MacCurdy (chairman), F. Boas, F. 
W. Hodge, A. L. Kroeber. 

Committee on Finance : B. T. B. Hyde, Stanley McCormick, G. G. 
MacCurdy, W. H. Furness, 3d. 

Committee on Publication : The names of the members of this com- 
mittee appear on the third page of the cover of this number of the 
A nthropologist. 

Committee on Policy : F. Boas (chairman), W J McGee, F. W. 
Putnam, C. P. Bowditch, G. A. Dorsey, F. W. Hodge, A. L. Kroeber, 
C. Peabody. 

Committee on American Archeological Nomenclature : C. Peabody 
(chairman), J. H. Wright, W. K. Moorehead, F. W. Hodge, J. D. 
McGuire. 

Committee on Book Reviews : F. W. Hodge (chairman), A. F. 
Chamberlain, R. B. Dixon, G. B. Gordon, C. Wissler. 

Committee on the Concordance of American Mythologies : F. Boas 
(chairman), J. R. Swan ton, A. L. Kroeber. 

Committee on Nomenclature of Indian Linguistic Families North of 
Mexico: F. W. Hodge (chairman), W. H. Holmes, F. Boas, A. L. 
Kroeber, R. B. Dixon, G. A. Dorsey, J. Mooney. 

Committee on the Preservation of American Antiquities : W. H. 
Holmes (chairman), E. L. Hewett (secretary), G. A. Dorsey, Alice C. 
Fletcher, G. G. MacCurdy, G. B. Gordon, A. L. Kroeber, M. H. 
Saville, F. W. Putnam, S. Culin, C. V. Hartman. 

To represent the Association in the Council of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science : W J McGee, W. H. Holmes. 

To represent the Association on the Joint Committee on Grants from 
the Carnegie Institution : A. L. Kroeber. 

A number of social functions were arranged by the local execu- 
tive committee for the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science and the affiliated societies. 

The president of Columbia University received in Earl Hall 
from 9 to 1 1 o'clock on the evening of December 27th. 

A luncheon was given at the College of the City of New York, 
138th st. and Amsterdam ave., on December 29th, with addresses 
preceding, and an inspection of the new buildings following. 
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An invitation was extended by the Board of Trustees of the 
American Museum of Natural History to be present at the cere- 
monies attending the unveiling of the busts of ten American men 
of science, presented to the Museum by Mr Morris K. Jesup, which 
took place on the afternoon of the twenty-ninth, 

On the evening of the twenty-ninth there was a reception at the 
American Museum of Natural History by the Trustees of the 
Museum and the New York Academy of Sciences, with an exhibi- 
tion of scientific progress by the Academy, including demonstrations 
and short addresses. 

A dinner and smoker was given by the American Ethnological 
Society on Friday evening, December 28th, at the Explorer's Club, 
23 West 67th street, to the American Anthropological Association. 
After the dinner those present were invited to the Knabe Building 
to inspect a noteworthy archeological collection made by Professor 
M. H. Saville in Ecuador for Mr George G. Heye. 

Addresses and Papers 

Dr A. L. Kroeber's address as President of the American Folk- 
Lore Society was on the " Musical Systems of the Indians of Cali- 
fornia." Myth, ceremony, and song are fused into one among the 
Mohave. The Indian music of California is noted for its simplicity. 
The elements are few and repeated endlessly ; but the repetition is 
accompanied by slight variations that may be detected by the ac- 
customed ear. The elements with variations were shown by means 
of lantern slides and the phonograph. Dr Kroeber's studies in- 
cluded the Mohave Yelak, a myth told in song (25 songs), the 
Mohave Nyohaiva (6 songs) and the Mohave Raven (4 songs). 
He also gave by way of comparison a Kwakiutl song, a Yurok 
Deerskin Dance Song, and a Yuki Creator Song. 

The address of Dr George Grant MacCurdy, retiring Vice- 
president of Section H, was on "Some Phases of Prehistoric Arche- 
ology." Two phases only were discussed — the eolithic question 
and paleolithic mural decorations. These subjects more than any 
other have occupied the attention of European archeologists during 
the last decade. As regards eoliths the differences between inten- 
tional chipping and that due to fortuitous natural collisions may 
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bear such close resemblances that it is often practically impossible 
to distinguish the . one from the other. The arguments for and 
against the acceptance of eoliths as a genuine industry were given. 
The case is different with the engravings and frescoes on certain 
cavern walls of France, Spain, and Italy. These remarkable mani- 
festations of art are accepted as genuine and as belonging to the 
closing epochs of the paleolithic period. Dr MacCurdy's address 
appears .in Science (January 25, 1907) and will be published also 
in the Proceedings of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science. 

The program was arranged so as to group related subjects in a 
single session. One session, for example, included only papers on 
folk-lore, the President of the Folk-Lore Society presiding. At 
another papers of interest to students of economic and social science 
were read, the members of Section I being present and taking part. 
The Saturday afternoon program was devoted to the reports of 
standing committees and was of unusual interest to professional 
anthropologists. 

Brief abstracts of the papers read are given in so far as material 
at the disposal of the Secretary will permit. 

Dr C. Hart Merriam read three papers : " Totemism in Cali- 
fornia" ; "The Yumme or Mourning Ceremony of the Me-wuk" ; 
and " Me-wuk Myths." That totemism exists in California seems to 
have escaped the notice of ethnologists. It is in reality quite gen- 
eral. Totems are chiefly animal ; they are rarely natural objects. 
Among certain tribes the totem governs marriage. In the north- 
ern division of the Me-wuk it has a marked influence over the 
individual. The means by which the individual is led to recog- 
nize his totem were given in detail. Dr Merriam described under 
three heads the annual mourning ceremony of the Me-wuk which 
he saw on October 10-11, 1906, illustrating by means of diagrams 
the round house in which the ceremony occurred. The last paper 
by Dr Merriam was a description of certain myths of the Me-wuk 
Indians in which the coyote, bear, deer, lizard, mouse, condor, 
turkey-buzzard, robin, sand-hill crane, and other animals played a 
prominent part. 

Dr Clark Wissler presented some " Notes on the Blackfoot 



maccurdy] ANTHROPOLOGY AT THE NEW YORK MEETING 169 

Myths." The myths of the Blackfeet are classified under the fol- 
lowing heads : 1, Old Man Series; 2, Culture Hero; 3, Ritual- 
istic Origin Myths ; 4, Moral and Entertainment Tales. A com- 
parison of the myths of these groups with the published mythologies 
of the Arapaho and Crows indicates a very close relation between 
the mythologies of the Arapaho and the Blackfeet. Of eighteen 
myths in the Old Man Series, eleven have direct parallels among 
the Arapaho and five among the Crows. Of twenty-seven Moral and 
Entertainment Tales, ten have direct parallels among the Arapaho 
and two among the Crows. Of fourteen Culture Hero Tales, four 
have direct parallels among the Arapaho. Thus, out of fifty-nine 
tales, twenty-four were directly parallel to Arapaho and seven to 
Crow tales. All the Ritualistic Origin Myths seem to be peculiar 
to the Blackfeet, and may be regarded as their own contribution to 
their mythology. 

Mr Edward Sapir's " Notes on the Takelma Indians of South- 
western Oregon " are to be published in the American Antlwopolo- 
gist; while Mr Frank G. Speck's " Notes on Chickasaw Ethnology" 
are to appear in the Journal of American Folk-Lore. Mr Speck 
read a second paper entitled " Outlines of Culture in the South- 
eastern States," which also will appear in the American Anthropolo- 
gist. 

In her " Report on the Book on Maryland Folk-lore," Miss 
Anne Weston Whitney gave extracts from the material that is to 
form a forthcoming volume of Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore 
Society, the compilation of which has been assigned to vanous 
members of the Baltimore Branch. In Maryland folk-lore that of the 
negro predominates — witchcraft, death, hoodoo, conjuring, spells, 
etc., and the beliefs connected therewith. Comparison was made 
between negro folk-lore of Maryland and that of negroes else- 
where, as Jamaica and Africa. 

Mr Stansbury Hagar's paper on " Cherokee Star Lore " is to be 
printed in the American Anthropologist. 

"Philippine Marchen " was the topic chosen by Mr W. W. 
Newell, who spoke of an interesting collection of material that 
came to him from various sources in the Philippines. Though 
interesting, the derivation is largely European, especially Spanish. 
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"Recent Activity in Folk-lore in Missouri" was one of the 
themes discussed by Dr W J McGee. He said that a branch of 
the American Folk-Lore Society had just been organized in Mis- 
souri, largely at the instance of Dr A. L. Kroeber and through the 
energy of Professor H. M. Belden of the University of Missouri. 
The members and officers are drawn from different sections of the 
state, especially Columbia, Saint Louis, and Kansas City ; the 
headquarters will be in Columbia, at the State University. It is the 
purpose of the organization to record existing traces of aboriginal 
lore in conjunction with the English, German, French, and Spanish 
folk-lore, which are interestingly combined in the remarkably com- 
posite population of the state. 

In " Notes on Puebloan House Construction," by Mr Freder- 
ick S. Dellenbaugh, the query was made as to how far house con- 
struction alone could be depended on in tribal or race qualification. 
By itself the house frequently gave small indication of culture or 
race affiliation. The Icelander, of purely European ancestry, ex- 
hibited in his houses none of the architectural skill of his race. 
Conditions were against it. A turf or peat house was the easiest 
thing for him to build. The Iroquois made a flimsy bark house, 
yet ranked high in culture — conditions favored bark construction. 
In the Southwest conditions forced other, more permanent forms, 
for all peoples. There gypsiferous clays and stones slabs were at 
hand everywhere ; bark was scarce. Different people, therefore, 
may build in the same way, while similar people may build in dif- 
ferent ways. Without other evidence, house construction is an un- 
certain guide. Sites, too, were chosen for physiographic reasons, 
and site cannot be -used as a gauge for race or tribe. Because 
houses and villages were built in cliffs, we cannot deduce a race of 
cliff-dwellers, any more than we can deduce a particular race of 
forest- dwellers because we find houses in the' woods. House con- 
struction and house sites in themselves indicate no racial differences, 
or even cultural differences. An otherwise advanced tribe is some- 
times prevented from constructing permanent houses by supersti- 
tion, as the Navaho, who would not live in a house where a death 
has occurred. The Colorado river seems to be a line of demarka- 
tion between villages of the terraced many-roomed village and the 
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one-story few-roomed type. Here is perhaps a suggestion that the 
Apache and Ute entered the country from the north, driving the 
sedentary groups before them. The canons of the Colorado then 
were utilized by the latter to hold the roving tribes at bay. Indi- 
cations of fortifications are found at all fords and passes. Puebloan 
houses seem sometimes to have been built to imitate the site, as in 
the case of the Hopi village of Walpi where the breaks and angles of 
the cliffs on which it stands are reproduced in the walls till at a 
short distance it is difficult to distinguish the natural from the arti- 
ficial. Puebloan construction was mainly of two materials : stone and 
clay. The stone was (a) slabs, (b) blocks. These were laid gener- 
ally with clay mortar, but sometimes there was no mortar, and the 
stones were put together so neatly as to look like mosaic. Where 
mortar was used the wall was frequently plastered outside with 
clay and sometimes was whitewashed. The clay construction was 
of at least five kinds: (1) Adobe bricks, either round balls or the 
ordinary block form so well known ; clay mortar was used. (2) 
Cajon, a form of ramming wet clay into frames. (3) Single wattle, 
plastered on one or on both sides. (4) Double wattle, with wet 
clay rammed between. (5) Jacal, a wall of upright stakes or rods, 
plastered with clay on one or both sides. This last construction 
was also in use east of the Mississippi. In some early Puebloan con- 
struction the jacal was used for upper stories, while the lower were 
of adobe bricks or of stone. Physiography controls house con- 
struction more than does race or culture. In addition there are 
the factors of daily habit and superstition. The Lapps, after cen- 
turies of close contact with a highly developed people, still dress 
in their primitive way and live in lodges covered with earth. 

In "The Archeology of Manabi, Ecuador," and "Notes on the 
Andean Cultures," Professor Marshall H. Saville gave an interest- 
ing account of a successful expedition to those regions. He 
obtained an unrivaled collection of so-called stone seats from the 
environs of Monte Cristo in the coast region of Manabi. The entire 
absence of stone implements except hammer-stones was noted. 
Objects of copper also are rare. There are very few ruins in 
Ecuador, this being especially true of Manabi. In the interior or 
Andean region only two ruins are known. The present language 
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here is Quichua, but Inca influence is very slight on the archeology 
of the district. As one goes north the Inca influence becomes less 
and less apparent. Most of the antiquities found in the Andean 
district came from near Rio Bamba. Many fine examples of pot- 
tery, decorated by the so-called lost color process that characterizes 
a certain group of Chiriquian pottery as described by Holmes, were 
obtained at Rio Bamba. This ware is found also in northern 
Ecuador and southern Colombia. The valuable collections made 
by Professor Saville belong to Mr George G. Heye of New York, 
under whose patronage the expedition was conducted. The report 
on Manabi will be published privately very soon. 

In " Notes on the Occurrence of the Mineral Utahlite as a 
Prehistoric Gem," Professor Henry Montgomery described the 
mineral as a hydrous phosphate of aluminum somewhat similar to 
turquoise and capable of being highly polished. Although rare, its 
occurrence has been noted in .certain prehistoric ruins. 

Mr Edgar L. Hewett's two papers were on " The Art of Glaz- 
ing Among the Ancient Pueblos " and " The Relation of Pueblo 
Indians of the Rio Grande Valley to the Ancient Cliff-dwellers of 
the Adjacent Plateaus." As regards the art of glazing in pre- 
Columbian times, so many specimens have been found that they 
cannot be considered as intrusive. The ruins in question are cer- 
tainly pre-Spanish. The glaze has been examined by Washington 
chemists and found to be saline ; it may have originated acci- 
dentally about salt works. Immediate firing after applying a satu- 
rated solution would produce the glaze, which seems to have been 
used for decorative purposes solely. The Jemez plateau is the chief 
center for glazed ware. Mr Hewett's seccind paper will appear in 
a future issue of this journal. 

"Recent Archeologic Work in Missouri" was the title of Dr 
W J McGee's second paper. During 1905 Mr D. I. Bushnell of 
Saint Louis, with two or three associates, explored certain mounds 
on the Illinois side of the Mississippi which yielded abundant relics 
described in a special publication ; later in the season the same 
gentleman had a number of additional mounds, also in Illinois, 
excavated by Mr Gerard Fovvke, who found moderately abundant 
relics not yet fully described. During the summer of 1906 Dr 
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C. A. Peterson, President of the Missouri Historical Society, with 
several members of the association (including the writer) made a 
number of archeologic reconnaissances in both Missouri and Illinois, 
in the course of which certain caves and mounds were examined — 
one of the trips being to an alleged aboriginal mound, larger than 
Cahokia or Etowah, near Mascoutah, Illinois, which was found to 
be a paha with a few small earthworks on its summit. The most 
noteworthy event of the year was the creation of the Saint Louis 
Society of the Archaeological Institute of America, with Mr W. K. 
Bixby as President and Professor F. W. Shipley as Secretary, which 
resulted in the commencement of a systematic survey of the anti- 
quities of the state. Under the auspices of this Society (including 
a subsidy from the Institute and a special contribution by President 
Bixby), Mr Gerard Fowke reconnoitered the lower valleys of the 
Gasconade and Osage with a portion of the valley of the Missouri 
in the central part of the state — the territory comprising what may 
be known as the Osage district ; subsequently detailed surveys were 
made and more than sixty mounds were excavated. In general the 
mounds are poor in artifacts though rich in much-decomposed osse- 
ous remains; the most notable type of artifact is represented by 
vaults or chambers of well-laid stone, found in a number of mounds. 
Professor George H. Perkins showed a number of specimens to 
illustrate his paper on " Pottery and Bone Objects Found in Ver- 
mont." Entire jars have very rarely been found in New England, 
and of the half dozen or so which are in existence the three largest 
were found in Vermont and are now in the museum of the University 
at Burlington. Photographs of the most recently found specimen 
were shown. This is ten inches high, hexagonal at rim, globular 
below, decorated in the usual manner of Vermont pottery by in- 
dented figures and lines over the entire upper portion. Its capacity 
is twelve quarts. Numerous fragments of highly decorated rims 
have also been found recently at what appears to have been a camp 
site, on Mallett's bay, the largest of the numerous bays of Lake 
Champlain. At this same locality, in a stiff clay which underlies 
the loose surface soil, many bone awls, scrapers, etc., have been 
found within the last two months. These objects are interesting in 
themselves, but they are especially so, as they are the first bone 
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objects found in Vermont, with the exception of one or two obtained 
some years ago at another locality. Marine shells and bits of coral 
have also been found with these bone objects. 

In " Recent Geological Changes as Affecting Theories of Man's 
Development," Professor G. Frederick Wright characterized the 
Tertiary as a period of stability and the Quaternary as one of great 
and rapid changes. 

" Harness Mound Explorations " was the subject discussed by 
Mr William C. Mills. The Harness Mound was opened in 1846 
by Squier and Davis, and again in 1885 by Professor F. W. Putnam. 
In these earlier explorations fifty burials were uncovered. Mr 
Mills has recently found 133 additional burials. Cremation was 
quite generally practised. In cases where cremation took place at 
the grave no artifacts were found with the remains, but where cre- 
mation had taken place prior to the deposition of the remains, arti- 
facts accompanied the latter. Mr Mills discovered a series of post- 
holes surrounding the burials. Long awls made of the leg bone 
of the deer were described, and differences noted between the bone 
implements from the Harness Mound and those found at Fort 
Ancient. 

Mr Alanson Skinner gave the results of his " Recent Discoveries 
at a Prehistoric Indian Village Site at Mariner's Harbor, Staten 
Island." In the spring of 1903 recent railroad excavations at this 
place exposed a prehistoric site of the Hackensack Indians, a local 
branch of the Lenni-Lenape, or Delawares. Shell pits and burials 
were encountered, and up to the spring of 1906 these were opened 
whenever exposed and many skeletons were found. Pottery was 
abundant, and this, usually in Algonquian style, often showed Iro- 
quoian influence. Grooved axes occurred, but no celts, and no 
implements were found with burials. 

Saturday morning's program being of interest to students of 
social and economic science, members of Section I accepted an 
invitation to be present and take part. Professor Franz Boas 
opened the session with a paper on " Heredity in Head Form." 
Dr Robert Bean followed with "Some Racial Peculiarities of the 
Negro Brain," it being a resume of his studies recently published 
in the American Journal of Anatomy} In a scholarly paper on 
' September I, 1906, pp. 3S3-43 2 - 
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"Brain and Education," Dr Thomas M. Balliet traced the develop- 
ment of the sensory, motor, and association centers. 

" Selection and Elimination by Immigration " was discussed by 
Dr Maurice Fishberg. From available data, collected during the 
enrollment of soldiers for the Civil war, it appears that immigrants to 
the United States are, on the average, taller than the people in the 
countries whence they come. It was found that natives of Eng- 
land, Scotland, Ireland, Germany, France, etc., were on the average 
about one inch taller than the soldiers in armies of the countries 
of their birth. Not only were the immigrants from foreign countries 
superior to their compatriots at home, but native Americans who 
enrolled in other than their native states, were on the average 
taller than those who enrolled in their native states. Measure- 
ments taken by the author show that the Jewish immigrants to the 
United States are also taller than their co-religionists in eastern 
Europe. While there are no definite measurements, still it appears 
superficially that the Italian and Slavonic immigrants are also a 
selected class physically. This phenomenon is deserving of care- 
ful study by anthropologists. It has been attributed to " social 
selection " or selection by immigration, and it is said to be due to 
the fact that it is generally the stronger, the more energetic and 
adventurous, who ventures to leave the country of his birth, his 
friends, and relatives, and travel thousands of miles in search of a 
possible improvement of his condition. The delinquent and the 
defective lack the courage and perseverance necessary to undertake 
a long journey with small funds. Not all those who come to the 
United States remain here. More than twenty percent of all the 
immigrants return sooner or later to their native countries. The 
author observed that most of those who return to their homes are 
such individuals who, by reason of some physical or mental pecu- 
liarity, could not adapt themselves to the conditions in the United 
States. On the whole there appears to be going on a process of 
elimination of many of those immigrants who for various reasons 
are unable to gain a foothold in their new homes. Among those 
who are compelled to return to Europe, and there are said to be 
about 300,000 returning annually in the steerage, there are many 
who would be classed as undesirable immigrants by the immigra- 
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tian authorities but who in some manner passed the inspection at 
Ellis Island. Our social, political, and industrial conditions elimi- 
nated all these sooner or later. 

"Certain Aspects of Human Heredity," the third paper to be 
presented by Dr W J McGee, closed the morning's program. 
Among the Ainu of Japan (of whom a group participated in the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition of 1904), two fairly distinct ethnic 
types prevail, dividing — so far as Known — on lines of sex; the 
males being of Caucasian aspect in color, pelage, features, stature, 
etc., while the females approach the Malayan type. Among the 
Cocopa Indians of the lower Colorado there is a notable variability 
in stature, ordinarily divided on sex lines, the males ranking among 
the tallest and the females among the shortest of the North Amer- 
ican tribes ; in this respect contrasting strongly, e. g., with the 
Pueblo peoples among whom both sexes are below, and the Seri 
Indians among whom both sexes are above the medium stature. 
These and other phenomena lead to a consideration of hereditary 
tendencies of which some incline either to " regression toward 
mediocrity," as shown by Galton, or "reversion to type," as shown 
by Mendel ; while others appear to incline toward increasing and 
even cumulative variability in special characteristics. 

At the afternoon session of Saturday, reports of certain standing 
committees were read. The report of Professor Franz Boas for the 
Committee on the Concordance of American Mythologies was 
adopted with the recommendation that the Committee be continued 
with power to publish. 

Dr Charles Peabody reported for the Committee on American 
Archeological Nomenclature. The Committee was empowered to 
print Dr Peabody's report in full and distribute copies to members 
of the Association in order to form a basis for discussion and final 
action. 

A similar disposition was made of Mr F. W. Hodge's report for 
the Committee on Nomenclature of Indian Linguistic Families North 
of Mexico. Mr Hodge also reported for the Committee on Book 
Reviews. The conditions in regard to book reviews are improving. 
The present policy is to ask the reviewer in advance of sending the 
book ; but reviews are' not always furnished promptly. It was sug- 
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gested by Professor Boas that a book be published by title imme- 
diately, with a note giving the scope of the work, a more extended 
review to follow if desirable. The report was adopted and the Com- 
mittee continued. 

Mr Edgar L. Hewett spoke for the Committee on the Preserva- 
tion of American Antiquities. He reviewed the new law which 
seems to have been not only highly satisfactory but also adminis- 
tered to the letter. No permits under the law have been granted 
pending the adoption of uniform regulations, the making of which 
are entrusted to a committee. The President has already created 
the Petrified Forest National Park and also certain national monu- 
ments, such as Devil's Rock, El Morro, and Montezuma Castle. 
Mr Hewett reviewed the bill creating the Mesa Verde National 
Park. The report was adopted and the Committee continued with 
power to observe the operations of the law ; to represent archeolo- 
gists in the interpretation of the law ; to place before the proper 
authorities information as to desirable sites to be preserved ; to 
facilitate applications for permits to excavate, etc., and to act as a 
Joint Committee with the Committee from the Archaeological Insti- 
tute of America. A resolution was passed to the effect that no 
distinction should be made between foreign and domestic institutions 
relative to permits for excavations. 

Monday's program opened with an account by Dr A. L. Kroeber 
of " Recent Results of Anthropologic Investigations by the Univer- 
sity of California." The Department of Anthropology at the Uni- 
versity of California is only six years old and owes much to the 
generosity of Mrs Phcebe Hearst. Its object is threefold : (1) The 
formation of collections ; (2) publications, and (3) instruction. The 
Department has undertaken two surveys of California, one being 
anthropological and ethnological, and the other archeological. In 
discussing the latter reference was made to two papers recently 
published by Professors F. W. Putnam and J. C. Merriam in the 
American Anthropologist} Dr Kroeber also referred to the dis- 
covery of a Quaternary cave in a new region and to the numerous 
shell-mounds on the Bay of San Francisco, probably one hundred 
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in all. Only a few of these have been explored. In some instances 
the lowest shell deposits are below the level of the sea. The 
ethnological survey is to cover the whole state. Among the 
special researches may be mentioned Dr Dixon's work on a lin- 
guistic stock that is fast disappearing. In studying the three dis- 
tinct culture regions special attention is given to environmental 
differences. 

Additional evidence of anthropological activity in California 
came in the form of a paper by Miss Constance Goddard DuBois on 
" Sand-painting among the Luiseno and Diegueno Mission Indians 
of Southern California," which is to be published in bulletin form 
by the University of California. The sand-painting forms an inte- 
gral and important part of some of the chief ceremonials of the re- 
ligion of Chung-itch-nish, which religion was first described by 
Boscana in 1825, and has remained almost unknown since his day. 
It came to the mountain Indians of San Diego county from the 
coast Indians, and to them from the islands of the ocean. Since it 
was given later by the Luisefios to their neighbors the Dieguenos, 
the religious ritual in both tribes is the same. The sand-painting 
is therefore found in both ; but has been most fully described among 
the Luisefios. It was used in Mah-ne, the initiation ceremony for 
boys when the datura juice mixed with water was drunk from the 
sacred stone bowl; in Wu-kun-ish, the girls' fiesta; in Ah-nut, 
the ant-ordeal ; and in U-nish Ma-ta-kish, the ceremony for bury- 
ing the feather headdress, etc., belonging to a toloache initiate after 
his death. A central hole was dug, and the sand removed from it 
was used to make a heaped-up circle of a size varying in the differ- 
ent ceremonies. This was painted by sprinkling with powdered 
paints : the outer edge white ; the middle red ; the inner edge black ; 
which circles signified the Milky Way, the Sky, and the Spirit of 
man, the Indian words all meaning " spirit " ; the Milky Way being 
the spirit to which the spirits of men go at death. Three included 
rows of nine points each in succession make a geometrical figure 
colored in the same order, white red, and black ; and the circle 
about the hole is similarly painted. Small heaps of sand in several 
divisions have each a special significance. The whole of the sand- 
painting represents the earth. The sky arching above it is supposed 
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to rest upon the circle of the Milky Way. There is a door to the 
north to allow of the escape of the spirit after death. The candi- 
date in all the ceremonies mentioned except the last, knelt before 
the sand-painting facing the north with arms extended and a hand 
placed on the ground on either side of the painting, and spit into 
the central hole a lump of sage seed mixed with salt which signified 
the conclusion of a period of fasting. The hole was then filled 
by carefully sweeping the sand from the circumference toward it, 
thus obliterating the painting and ending the ceremony. 

Mr Charles H. Hawes, a guest of the Association, presented 
some very interesting " Notes on Cretan Anthropology," accom- 
panied with lantern illustrations. In 1903 Dr Duckworth of Cam- 
bridge University measured 85 Cretan crania belonging to the 
Bronze age, and 200 living subjects. In 1905 Mr Hawes added 
records of 1 1 ancient skulls and 1440 living Cretans, making on 
the latter about 29,000 measurements and observations. The data 
for prehishoric times give an average cranial index (for 62 tf) of 
73.4 and an estimated stature of 1625 mm., with a dolichocephalic 
percentage of 65.3 and a brachycephalic of only 8.5. From these 
and the archeological evidence of a non-Aryan culture, he concludes 
that prehistoric Crete, like neighboring lands, was peopled by 
a branch of the "Mediterranean race." But a brachycephalic 
minority existed even in the earliest period of the Bronze age, and 
Mr Hawes is inclined to attribute this to an infiltration, from the 
Anatolian highlands, of a people in the Neolithic stage, whether 
the so called " Hittites" or stragglers of the "Alpine race." The 
records on living Cretans yield an average cephalic index (for 
1605 cT) of 79.2 and stature of 1686 mm., with a dolichocephalic 
percentage of only 12 and a brachycephalic of 36.9. This broad- 
ening of the head and increase in stature he attributed to immigra- 
tion. A marked increase of brachycephalism is noticeable toward 
the end of the Bronze age, and this tallies with the tradition of an 
invasion from the north of the Achseans and Dorians. Both tend- 
encies owed something to the Venetian occupancy, but more to the 
Turkish of the last 250 years. Although the Cretan Mussulmans 
are mainly of native extraction and include only a small minority 
of Turkish half-breeds, yet their cephalic index (79.9) is a unit 
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higher than that of Christians (78.9) in the same provinces. The 
tendency, from Neolithic times, to increasing brachycephalism in 
Crete has a parallel in Italy and Greece, where the greater immi- 
grations of northern peoples have produced the same phenomenon 
in a more marked degree. 

Dr Berthold Laufer made "A Plea for the Study of the His- 
tory of Medicine and the Natural Sciences." A Museum of the 
History of Medicine from prehistoric times to the present would be 
of special importance. Such a museum should include the med- 
ical lore of the Indians. Reference was made to the two professor- 
ships of the History of Medicine in the University of Berlin. 

The paper by Dr Karl S. Kennard on " Ellis Island as a Field 
for Anthropological Study" dealt with the large quantity and vari- 
ety of material presented at this station. The ease and rapidity with 
which it could be examined at this point would save delay and ex- 
pense in accumulating data. More than four million aliens in the 
last six years had entered this port — comprising those nations 
which had been but scantily examined anthropologically — namely, 
the Magyars, people of the Balkan states, and Hebrews. Anoma- 
lies of head forms were witnessed among the southern Italians, 
who are generally believed to be a long-headed people. These 
unusual head forms resemble that of the Armenians. This was 
believed to be a racial trait — not an artificial product. The stat- 
ure of Neapolitan women being greater than that of the men was 
noted, but could not be explained ; also the lighter pigmentation 
of their eyes. Opportunities for study in folk-lore, linguistics, and 
elementary music of these people are here offered. Advantage 
should be taken to make use of all this material, for nowhere else 
in the world can it be effected with so little expense and such com- 
plete results. 

Dr K. D. Jessen discussed " Geometrical Design in Primitive 
Decoration." Although Ernst Grosse, in his discussion of the 
so-called geometrical decorative designs found among primitive 
races, argues convincingly for the original imitative character of it, 
this view is not at all, it seems, universally accepted. Dr Jessen 
endeavored to show that the geometric design is, by origin, of an 
imitative character, naturalistic not imaginative, esthetically speak- 
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ing, representing objects or phenomena found in nature or made by 
culture. It is conventionalized just as the later botanical design 
becomes conventional, the imitative origin of which no one can 
deny. The facts as represented by ethnological observation cor- 
roborated with the facts concerning the beginnings of art in the 
child, are best explained by Grosse's theory. In fact, any other 
theory would involve a most extraordinary break in the evolution 
of the human mind and would have to be excluded, perhaps, logi- 
cally, under the law of contradiction. 

Miss H. Newell Wardle's communication was on a kindred 
topic, " Studies in the Life History of Primitive Art." The art of 
primitive man, at its inception, was bound by no laws, governed by 
naught save size and contour of the object whereon he wrought. 
It was realistic. With the invention of basketry, geometric figures 
were introduced. The discovery of pottery furnished a new field 
for the growth of the esthetic sense. The clay vessel inherited the 
geometric decoration from its predecessor, the basket, but orna- 
mentation of pottery was by means of incising and painting, and 
these, more ancient than the textile arts, came unbiased to the clay 
of the new field. Realistic and geometric decoration upon pottery 
of necessity reacted upon each other, tending to produce angulari- 
ties in the former, and scrolls in the latter. The predominance of 
either form in the art of a people depends not so much upon culture 
level as upon the peculiar genius of that people. Geometric designs 
degenerate in two ways : ( i ) by complication — the reduplication 
of parts and addition of apparently meaningless flourishes — and (2) 
by simplification to some striking characteristic — the law of essen- 
tials in primitive art. For primitive man, the world around was 
filled with sentient beings. Of these he made his gods. Their 
symbols were, of necessity, life-forms. The life-form passes into 
the geometrical, and this, with the growth of philosophic and relig- 
ious thought, is reinterpreted or degenerates into meaningless orna- 
ment. A good example is the swastika. The origin, meaning, and 
decay of the symbol were fully discussed. 

Professor William P. Blake described an "Aboriginal Race- 
course." In the southern portion of Yavapai county, Arizona, at 
Peeples valley, not far from the ranch of Coles Bashford, there is a 
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remarkable paved way, race-course, or stadium of unknown but 
undoubtedly aboriginal origin. It is in the form of an ellipse, some 
hundreds of feet in major length, and is paved with rough blocks of 
granite of irregular form for the full breadth of the roadway, about 
a rod. This way is bordered on each side by large outlying bowl- 
ders of gray granite, now partially overgrown by live-oak trees. 
The largest of these bowlders would appear to have been conveni- 
ent for spectators, but were probably placed by Nature along the 
borders of the two adjoining and nearly parallel water-courses, now 
dry. It may be supposed that this paved way was designed and 
used for foot-races. It appears to be worthy of measurement and 
a map. 

The closing number on the program was a communication from 
Professor E. H. Barbour on " The Nebraska Loess Man," presented 
by Professor Henry B. Ward. The discovery in question was made 
by Mr Robert F. Gilder, in October, 1906, on Long's hill, facing 
the Missouri river, ten miles north of Omaha. Long's hill stands 
200 feet above the river. It is a hill of erosion and no discoverable 
land slip has complicated its simple geology. On its summit is 
Gilder's mound, in the superficial layer of which were found mound- 
builder remains, and in the deep layer eight skulls and many bones 
of a still more primitive type. According to Professor Barbour, 
there is evidence of burial in case of the upper bone layer, but none 
in case of the lower. The bones found in the undisturbed loess, it is 
said, doubtless antedate the hill itself. The loess in question rests on 
Kansan drift, and though as young as the later Wisconsin sheet, or 
younger, it is nevertheless old. A more extended account may be 
found in Science for January 18, 1907, and in the Nebraska Geo- 
logical Survey, vol. n, part 5. 

Papers were read by title as follows : 

Dr Nicolas Leon : Foc-Lor Mexicano. 

Mrs R. F. Herrick : (a) The Volcano of Bell Springs. (0) On the 
Preparation of Bone for Certain Implements. 

Mr William Nelson : (a) Witchcraft in Northern New Jersey in the 
Nineteenth Century, (o) The Use of Water Witches in Railroad Build- 
ing. 

Dr A. M. Tozzer : Maya Religion. 
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Dr George F. Kunz : On the Aboriginal Use of Turquoise on the 
American Continent. 

Dr Ales Hrdlicka : Racial Characteristics of the Humerus. 

Major C. E. Woodruff : The Disappearance of Blond Types from the 
American Population. 

Mr James Mooney : The Decrease of the Indian Population. 

Rev. S. P. Verner : (a) Iron and Copper Metallurgy in the Kasai. 
(&) The Pygmies and the Anthropoid Apes. (<r) Phallic Influence in 
Bantu Art and Mythology. 

Col. Paul Edmond Beckwith : The French-Egyptian Medal in Com- 
memoration of the Savants who accompanied General Bonaparte into 
Egypt. 

Dr Alton H. Thompson : The Ethnology of the Teeth. 

Dr Cyrus Thomas : Some Suggestions in Regard to Primary Indian 
Migrations in North America. 

Dr Samuel S. Laws : (0) The Physiology of Second Sight. (3) A 
main Factor in remedying Deafness. (V) The True Object of Vision. 

Yale University Museum, 

New Haven, Connecticut. 



